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Fuel Injection?  continued

Greetings!  As the ever-changing technology evolves 
concerning fuel injected Harleys, I write this article as an 
update to a previously written article. Fuel injected Harley-
Davidsons are here to stay, so get used to it. It is my 
opinion that if you have a choice between an injected and 
a carbureted Harley, choose the injected bike. Far more 
technology (money) is being pumped into it.   Late model 
fuel injected Harleys now come with a “closed loop” system, 
as opposed to earlier models being “open looped”.  Just 
like automobiles, the closed loop systems have oxygen 
sensors located in the exhaust near the heads. Reason 
being is so that the E.C.M. (electronic control module), can 
make changes in fuel delivery while the motor is running 
by analyzing the exhaust gasses. 

How much change? Well, let’s say you have a “bone stock” 
motorcycle. You decide you want a little more rumble out 
the exhaust and install a set of slip-ons. Unfortunately the 
system will not recognize such a change and your “check 
engine light” will probably come on. Not to mention back 
fi ring, hard starting, and a possible hole in the piston(s) 
caused by a lean condition. Stock E.C.M.s only recognizes 
minuet changes for effi cient running. It seems that about 
every week or so a fuel injected bike will come in with a 
condition previously described. Some fuel injected bike 
owners are bashing out the baffl es in their exhaust for 
a little more sound. Bad move. Carbureted rules do not 
apply here. 

Choices, we all have choices. Here is yours: You can 
leave your bike stock (yeah RIGHT), ride your bike to the 
dealership and have a “Stage One” system installed, i.e.: 
Screaming Eagle exhaust, free fl owing air breather and an 
E.C.M. download. Not much of a performance up grade, 
but will satisfy to a small degree. Also, any changes you 
may wish to make yourself, forget about it.  Only the dealer 
can do that for you. 2nd choice:  by installing a Power 
Commander unit on your bike, you can pick and choose 
an exhaust (Vance and Hines, Reinhart, Supertrapp, 
etc.), and a free fl owing air breather.  Down load a map 
yourself and go. And I mean GO because you WILL feel 
the performance gain.  Also if you change your mind about 
an exhaust, (or any other component for that matter), NO 

PROBLEM! Just down load another map, free!  Software 
& cables included along with a toll free tech support line.  
Power Commanders average approximately 250 points 
of adjustment and are oxygen sensor friendly. Think of 
points of adjustment of a way of tuning your bike 250 
times throughout the entire r.p.m. range. From idle to 
wide open throttle. 

Another choice would be Harley-Davidson’s Race 
Tuner. Usually a dealer installed item, these offer 
approximately 2,500 points of adjustment with provisions 
for ignition advance, and advance curve as well as fuel 
delivery. Much pricier than a Power Commander and 
you will need to have it tuned by a deaIer. If you ever 
want changes in the future (exhaust, cams, heads, etc.) 
you will need it re-tuned by the dealership. A better 
performance gain but at a forfeit of owner tuning.  It is 
also oxygen sensor friendly.

One other choice (there are however much more), 
would be a Zippers ThunderMax. A complete unit with 
weld-in exhaust “bungs” to place the provided oxygen 
sensors that make it a closed loop system. They come 
with a base map that is specifi c to your bike (you tell 
Zippers what you have and they map the unit). This 
unit has approx. 2,600 points of adjustments.  Once 
installed (owner installation friendly), the module will 
make adjustments up to 50% of either way (lean/rich), 
throughout entire r.p.m. range. Also, if you decide to 
make motor/exhaust changes in the future, Zippers 
will send you the required map upgrades free!  Zippers 
also has a very well trained tech. department that will 
guide you every step of the way. Now, and in the future. 
Zippers ThunderMax is the preferred product of choice 
in my shop for obvious reasons.   

Ride safe everyone.

Questions? Comments?   Steve Taylor of Taylor Made 

V-Twins can be reached at 810-966-4900 or e-mail us at 

taylormade@advnet.net
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Answers
1. Intersections are where most vehicle/motorcycle accidents occur. 
It is usually caused by the vehicle driver turning in front of the 
motorcycle.

2. The right lane (#3) is the “Kill Lane.” This is because there’s 
always the idiot who almost missed his exit and sweeps 4 lanes to 
get to it.

3. Do not hit your brakes. Ride it out and keep it straight. Sometimes 
it helps to tighten the anal muscles during this maneuver

The SAFEST location during lightning activity is a large enclosed building, 
not a picnic shelter or shed. The second safest location is an enclosed metal 
vehicle, car, truck, van, etc., but NOT a convertible, bike or other topless or 
soft top vehicle.

Motorcyclist/Bicyclist: So has anyone been hit riding a bike? Here are just a 
few real examples from the last few years. 

• Virginia Beach, VA: Motorcyclist killed while traveling on Route 58. 

• Altoona, PA: One motorcycle rider killed and three riders injured when they     
  took shelter in a woods from a thunderstorm. 

• Wyoming: Motorcyclist injured while driving home on I-90 from Sturgis. 

• Taylor Park, CO: Dirt biker injured while heading down mountain pass. 
  Protect yourself when on a bicycle, motorcycle or dirt bike.

• Carry a portable Weather Radio or listen to commercial radio. 

• If you see threatening skies in the distance and you are passing a safe  
  location, pull over and wait 30 minutes after the last thunder crack. 

• If you can turn around and get away from the storm, do so! 

• DO NOT ride into a lighting storm! 

If you absolutely cannot get to a safe building or vehicle, here are some last 
resort choices: 

• Wait out the storm below an overpass. DO NOT touch steel girders. Move  
away from your bike. Remain on dry surfaces if possible. Overpasses are 
engineered structures and are likely to be properly grounded. Although an 
overpass is likely to be higher than the surrounding landscape, if it is struck by 
lightning, the electrical current will likely be channeled safely into the ground. 

• Look for a bridge. Stay away from water. Stay away from any metal 
surfaces. Be alert for rapidly rising water if under a bridge. 

• High tension wires: If high voltage electrical tension wires cross the road, 
you may want to seek shelter directly underneath these wires. Do not get too 
close to the large metal towers which hold up these wires. Stay at least 50 
feet away. Electric companies design these high tension wires for lightning 
strikes. If lighting should strike the wires or towers, the current is designed to 
safely go deep into the ground. 

• If you are caught in the open and lightning is occurring within 5 miles, STOP 
riding, get off of your motorcycle, find a ditch or other low spot and sit down. 

• Motorcyclists should move at least 50 feet away from their bike. 

Source: www.noaa.gov

IMPORTANT: These recommendations are a last resort. You are NOT 
safe in these places just marginally safer than in the open.

When Thunder 
Roars, Go Indoors!

National Motorcycle Rally Teams Up with Sony and WWE® to Launch 
‘Ghost Rider’ DVD 

LAS VEGAS (June 14, 2007) – Las Vegas BikeFest, an annual motorcycle 
rally and expo in Las Vegas, announced it will provide a portion of the grand 
prize for the Blaze to BikeFest Sweepstakes sponsored by Hilltop New Media, 
Inc. and World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE).  This sweepstakes is a 
promotional tie-in designed in conjunction with the DVD release of the box-
office hit Ghost Rider, starring Nicolas Cage and Eva Mendes, on June 12.  
The DVD will be released in two versions: a one-disc theatrical version and 
two-disc extended cut with never-before-seen footage and over two hours of 
special features.  It became available on Blu-Ray Disc™, DVD and PSP™ 
June 12, 2007.

As part of the sweepstakes, one lucky individual will win a motorcycle provided 
by WWE. The winner will also receive airfare and accommodations to Las 
Vegas BikeFest and two free Ultimate Passes for the four-day event taking 
place in Las Vegas September 27-30.  The grand prize winner also will be 
the personal guest of Gard Hollinger, custom builder and star of Speed TV’s 
“Build or Bust,” at the exclusive invitation-only Artistry In Iron Master Builder’s 
Championship VIP Reception at Las Vegas BikeFest, and will receive a Ghost 
Rider prize pack.  

“Ghost Rider is an action-packed hit featuring gorgeous custom motorcycles, 
making it a perfect tie-in with the unique custom bikes and renowned builders 
at Las Vegas BikeFest,” said Harry Schwartz, president of Full Throttle Events, 
one of Las Vegas BikeFest’s partners.  “We are especially excited to invite 
the winner behind the scenes of this year’s Artistry In Iron Master Builder’s 
Championship, an exclusive event previously only attended by participating 
builders.”

Las Vegas BikeFest 2007 will host some of the world’s most skilled custom 
motorcycle builders as well as almost 300 leading manufacturers and 
distributors of motorcycles, parts, accessories and apparel. In its fourth year, 
Artistry In Iron Master Builder’s Championship will feature 25 of the world’s 
most artfully built custom bikes in a peer judged competition bringing together 
famed master builders including Gard Hollinger, Brian Klock, Jesse Rooke and 
Jim Nasi.  Attendees also will enjoy entertainment in true biker style, including 
live music, the crowning of Miss Las Vegas BikeFest, the world’s strongest 
biker competition, and much more.

In addition to the grand prize, five first prize winners in the Blaze to BikeFest 
Sweepstakes will receive Ghost Rider prize packs containing a branded 
wallet, hat and temporary tattoo.  Motorcycle fans can enter for a chance to 
win by visiting ghostrider.wwe.com and filling out the entry form.  No purchase 
is necessary to enter or win.  Full sweepstakes details and rules can be found 
on ghostrider.wwe.com.  The sweepstakes runs from May 30, 2007 to July 10, 
2007 and is open to residents of the 50 United States and D.C., excluding RI, 
who are at least 18 years old and hold a motorcycle operator’s license as the 
time of entry.  The sweepstakes is void where prohibited.  

For more information about Gard Hollinger, visit www.lachoprods.com.

For more information about Las Vegas BikeFest visit www.LasVegasBikeFest.
com, call toll-free 866-BIKEFEST (245-3337), or email info@lasvegasbikefest.
com.

Trademarks:  All World Wrestling Entertainment Inc. programming, talent 
names, images, likenesses, slogans, wrestling moves, and logos are the 
exclusive property of World Wrestling Entertainment Inc.  ECW is a trademark 
owned by WWE Libraries, Inc.  All other trademarks, logos and copyrights are 
the property of their respective owners.
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